
MARCH 2010  
CALENDAR, NEWS AND NOTES 

The 2010 Irish Exchange journey to Belfast.  Pictured: 
Mr. òH,ó Rosie Smith õ11, Renee Matthews õ11, Emily 
Cohen õ13, Tory Haltermann õ10, and Arlen Straus-
man õ10, as they stand ready to begin the journey to 
Belfast. 
 

This year, our students look forward to visiting North-
ern Irelandõs Parliament, Stormont; Millennium Inte-
grated Primary School; the Saint Patrickõs Centre; 
Clonard Monastery; the Mourne Mountains; Stranmil-
lis University College; Queens University College; Bel-
fast City Hall; Saint Maryõs University College; the 
Ulster Museum at Stranmillis; Botanic Gardens; Priory 
Integrated Secondary School; the Correymeela Peace 
and Reconciliation Centre; Giants Causeway; and Port 
Rush. While in Belfast, students are staying with host 
families from Lagan College. We are especially thank-
ful this year for all of the planning and resources that 
Lagan College, Stranmillis and Saint Maryõs University 
Colleges devoted to our visit and to Tony McGahran 
õ04 for his assistance in coordinating final arrangements.   

The Irish Exchange Program at Doane Stuart represents the passionate dream of Seamus Hodgkinson, who left Belfast in the õ70s to escape 
òThe Troubles.ó Mr. H., as he is fondly known at Doane Stuart, along with Tony McGaharan õ04, one of the first visiting students from Bel-
fast, have continued to advance the message of the Exchange. This program has grown, bringing students from Lagan College in Belfast to us 
(one Catholic, one Protestant each time), then sending students from Doane Stuart to Belfast in February 2009 and 2010, and will grow 
again in March when we welcome student teachers, Jonathan Bleakley and Laura McCann, from Stranmillis and Saint Maryõs. 
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Many have said that there is much that the world can learn from Northern Ireland. However, the chasm of religious dif-
ference that divided Belfast more than thirty years ago will continue to exist, just as the walls through the city of Belfast 
continue to stand, unless future generations of political leaders, educators, and citizens are able not only to tolerate their 
differences, but embrace and celebrate them. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_Buildings_%28Northern_Ireland%29


TRADITIONS   

TO PARENTS OF ALUMNI :  IF YOU RECEIVE A PUBLICATION IN THE MAIL  THAT IS ADDRESSED TO A SON OR DAUGHTER WHO  NO 
LONGER USES YOUR HOME AS A CURRENT ADDRESS, PLEASE EMAIL HIS OR HER ADDRESS TO DEVELOPMENT@DOANESTUART.ORG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELL CAKES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Millerõs 11th Grade Biology 
class presents its òCell Cakesó to 
students in the Lower and Middle 
Schools.  The class decorated cakes 
with the different parts of òcells,ó      

 using them as teaching tools to  
explain cells to Lower and Middle 
School students. 

HAT DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Andrew Kauffman and Stephanie Clowe, both õ10, along 
with the entire School community, celebrate Hat Day.  This 
fun annual event is one of our Spirit Days and is meant to 
build School spirit during the grey days of winter.  

SISTER W HITFIELD  CHAPEL 

Each year at Valentineõs 
Day, the entire School 
community wears pink or 
red in honor of Sister  
Kathleen Whitfield on 
òSister Whitfield Day.ó  
The Chapel included  
readings in honor of Sister 
Whitfield (pictured left: 
Brendan Fleig-Goldstein 
õ11), as well as the  

presentation of a recording of an account of Sister  
Whitfieldõs extraordinary life, in her own words.    

LOWER SCHOOL PUPPET PEOPLE 

The Puppet People, the husband and wife team of Mark Car-
rigan and Michelle Smith-Carrigan, visited the Lower School 
to perform The Firebird, a play based on a Russian folk tale.  
Children from the local Headstart program joined us for the 
fantastic show. 

M IDDLE SCHOOL STARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seniors Paul Mains, Stephanie Clowe and Adam Stewart 
were presented with Middle School Stars at All School Morn-
ing Meeting for their assistance with the Middle School Just 
Kidding Program.  The stars are given to Doane Stuart com-
munity members for their extraordinary actions. 



TRADITIONS   

BECOME A DOANE STUART  FAN ON FACEBOOK AND FOLLOW  US ON TWITTER !  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W INTER POT LUCK DINNER  

Members of the Doane Stuart community gathered for the  
Winter Community Pot Luck Dinner in the Commons and 
enjoyed a variety of appetizers, entrées, salads and desserts. 
Each family brought their favorite dish or prepared a dish 
from the new Doane Stuart Cookbook, on sale now.  To  
order a copy contact dcondon@doanestuart.org.  
 
A very special THANKS to Ginna Roeding (Emily õ11 and 
Robbie õ14) for all of her hard work in inspiring and  
assisting with the creation of the Doane Stuart Cookbook 
and for chairing the Winter Pot Luck. 

W ELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY  
We are thrilled to welcome a new member of our community,   
Jennifer Hemmerlein. Ms. Hemmerlein will serve as the Director of 

Funds and Events.   
 
   

 Jennifer Hemmerlein 
 
Ms. Hemmerlein has been 
hired as the Director of 
Funds and Events. She 
earned her Bachelorõs De-
gree from Colgate Univer-
sity, where she was an 
Alumni Memorial Scholar 
(Colgateõs highest aca-
demic merit scholarship), 
and her Masterõs Degree 
from Ohio State Univer-

sity.  Ms. Hemmerlein comes to us with extensive ex-
perience in event coordination, creating and enhanc-
ing annual giving and direct mail solicitation pro-
grams, advancing alumni relations and increasing 
alumni donations, prospect research, and grant writ-
ing.  Her most recent work experience includes ser-
vice as Major Gifts Officer at the Berea Childrenõs 
Home and Family Services of Central Ohio, as Direc-
tor of Development at the Methodist Theological 
School in Ohio, and as Director of Endowment and 
Annual Giving at the Wexner Heritage Village in 
Ohio.  She will begin her duties on March 10. 

 
 

STUDENTS òDELIVERó KINDNESS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Early Childhood and Kindergarten classes greeted our 
mail-carrier, Claire, and presented her with a Valentine 
signed by all of the children. 

LOWER SCHOOL RAINFOREST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students and teachers of the Early Childhood, Kinder-
garten and 1st Grade classes  helped to create a magical life-
like rainforest while studying the topic.  The entire Lower 
School gathered to learn about the rain forest and to hear 
tropical music played by Ms. Lamore and Mr. Hetko. 



THE GALA  
Celebrate with us and support  

our financial aid program! 
 

Doane Stuartõs Annual Spring Gala and 
Auction will be held on Saturday, May 8, 
2010 at 6:00 p.m., at the Albany Country 
Club. All money raised at our Gala benefits 
Doane Stuartõs financial aid  
program, which has been a significant  ele-
ment of our Schoolõs mission and practice 
since 1852.  Support a great cause and come 
and enjoy a spectacular party on May 8! 
 
We are looking for items for our Live and 
Silent Auctions!  Auction items can include 
art, jewelry, antiques, collectibles and much 
more. If you would like to donate to the 
G a l a ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r  
Development Office (518) 465-5222, or  
development@doanestuart.org.  
   

COMMUNITY  ACCOLADES  
ALUMNA  RETURNS 
Morgan Storms õ97 returned to 
Doane Stuart for the Puppet 
People production of The  
F i r e b i rd.  M o r gan ,  t h e  
Educational Manager for  
Rensselaer County Head Start, 
brought along with her a  
number of 3 and 4 year old  
students from the Rensselaer 
Head Start program to enjoy the 
fantastic show with the Doane 
Stuart Lower School.  We look 
forward to continuing our  
wonderful partnership with  
another of our Rensselear neighbors. 
 
STUDENT  WINS  1ST PLACE  
IN  PIANO  COMPETITION  
C h r i s t o p h e r  
Reynolds '12 won 
first place in the 
master's level 
T s c h a i k o v s k y  
piano competition 
(ages 13 - 16).  
C h r i s t o p h e r 
played in a  
winner's recital  
February, 13 at the 
A r m o r y  i n  
Albany.  The recital was part of the Russian Festival.   
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t :   
www.newrussiacenter.org/winter_festival.htm  
 

6TH GRADER COMPETES IN  EMPIRE STATE GAMES 
Meghan Araldi õ16 wi l l  
compete at the 2010 Empire State 
G a m e õ s  Snow sh oe ing  
competition.  Snowshoe racing at 
the Empire State Games is divided 
into a two day activity and consists 
of the Sprints and Cross Country 
races conducted on a snow-packed, 
groomed oval track and a cross 
country track.  Good luck, Meghan! 
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT  
OUR NEXT OPEN HOUSE! 

 

MARCH 13, 2010 
10:00 a.m. 

The Doane Stuart community continues 
to be our best source of new Doane Stuart 

Students and Families.  We appreciate 
your enthusiasm and continued support.   

http://www.newrussiacenter.org/winter_festival.htm%20


NEWS AND NOTES 
W ELCOME, NEW  YORK STATE  
ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
Over the past year,  the School has been working  on a self-study 
for our ten-year NYSAIS (New York State Association of  
Independent Schools) accreditation. Our Visiting Committee, 
headed by Linda Gibbs, Headmistress of the Hewitt School in 
New York, will be with us from March 14 - 17. We look forward 
to introducing our guests to Doane Stuart. 
 

A MONTH  OF DISCOVERY! 
One of the foundations of Doane Stuartõs educational mission is 
òthe joy of discovery.ó  Our students have the wonderful  
opportunity of learning in a school that values the experience of 
exploration and creativity in a balance with the rigor required to 
master the skills and concepts that will form the foundations of 
learning throughout their school years and beyond. The diverse 
activities and events at Doane Stuart during the month of March  
demonstrate, in a palpable way, the academic rigor, emphasis on 
discovery and love of learning that inform the work of our  
students and teachers. 
  

M IDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING AND SCIENCE FAIR  
Middle School students have been working on amazing projects 
for months! They look forward to telling you about their research 
at the Middle Schoolõs annual Learning and Science 
Fair  on Thursday, March 11, at 4:00 p.m. 
 

MUSIC NIGHT  IS BACK! 
Bring family and friends and enjoy incredible music and delicious 
desserts, all to benefit the Campaign for Doane Stuart.  Music 
Night will be held on Friday, March 26 at 6:30 p.m. Join us!  
  

IMAGINE  A DAY AT THE BEACH: SUMMER  IN  MARCH 
This yearõs òSummer in Marchó celebration will be held 
on Friday, March 26, when students in Early Childhood through 
Grade Twelve will enjoy imagining themselves in the tropics for a 
day of sun, ocean breezes and summer treats. This is an out of 
uniform day; students are encouraged to wear sunglasses and 
their brightest summer attire! (NO bathing suits, tank tops, short 
shorts or other revealing clothing, please.) 
  

REMEMBER THE FUN OF LEARNING  
AT THE LOWER SCHOOL DISCOVERY FAIR! 
Lower School children have worked hard to study and create 
fascinating projects over the past few months, which they look 
forward to displaying at the annual Discovery Fair 
on Friday, March 12 at 1:00 p.m. The Discovery Fair will be held 
in and around the Lower School Red and Blue Pods. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY , DR. SEUSS! 
The Lower School will celebrate the excitement of  
reading and Dr. Seussõ birthday with a delicious breakfast of 
green eggs and ham, a mystery reader and many special  
classroom activities on Tuesday, March 2. 

 
 

DOANE STUART  GALLERY TALKS AT THE  
ALBANY INSTITUTE OF HISTORY AND  ART 
Students in Mrs. Brown's Upper School Art History Independent 
Study class will offer Gallery Talks At the Albany Institute of 
History and Art about selections from the Albany Institute's  
collection on Saturday, March 27 at 2:00 p.m. The students, 
seniors Paul Mains and Ariel Precious, and junior Rosie Smith, 
have been visiting the Institute since September  as part of their  
independent work. 

 
W ELCOME, IRISH EXCHANGE TEACHERS! 
We are thrilled to welcome the first teachers to participate in our 
Irish Exchange Program. Laura McCann, a student teacher from 
St. Mary's University College in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and 
Jonathan Bleakley, a student teacher from Stranmillis University 
College, also in Belfast, will join us from March 15 through April 
1. Ms. McCann and Mr. Bleakley, will participate in classes and 
activities in each division of the School. 

 
PARENT COFFEE AND CONVERSATION  
We hope that you will plan to join the Administrative Team for 
coffee and discussion on Thursday, March 25 at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Board Room. This is an excellent opportunity for you to share 
your ideas, ask questions and learn more about the School. We 
look forward, too, to talking with you about volunteer  
opportunities in preparation for our annual Gala and Auction, 
which will be held May 8 at the Albany Country Club. 
 

LOWER SCHOOL CELEBRATES 100TH DAY OF SCHOOL 
On March 16, Lower School students will celebrate the 100th 
day of school with exciting math and literature activities and 
special treats. 
  

SCHOOL DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION  
REQUESTS DUE APRIL 1 
Requests for bus transportation must be submitted to your 
home school district by April 1. If you have not yet received a 
bus form from your district, you should call the district  
transportation office. Remember the April 1 deadline; districts 
are not obligated to offer transportation if you submit your  
request after April 1. 
  

M IDDLE SCHOOL INTEGRATED PROJECT: TIME 
For many years, Mr. Hodgkinson has expressed his interest in 
doing an Integrated Project on the topic of time, and for the past 
several months, the Middle School faculty has collaborated with 
creativity and humor to plan this year's Integrated Project, "It's 
About Time." With expert guest speakers, challenging and 
thought-provoking activities  and unusual field trips, Middle 
School students will work in cross-aged groups to explore the 
concept of time in science, music, history, literature, art and  
athletics.  Thanks to the Middle School faculty for their  
enthusiastic work together in the planning of the project. The 
17th Annual Integrated Project will run from March 25- April 1. 
 
 



COLLEGE  N EWS  
M ARCH  2010  

HELPFUL RESOURCES 
The array of resources available to students and parents is 
tremendous, and perhaps a bit overwhelming.  With so 
many websites offering insight into colleges, careers and 
financial aid, it can be difficult to know where to look.  
Listed below are websites Ms. Bracken suggests to  
students and parents, during the college search process. 
 
PRINCETONREVIEW .COM ð Although registration is  
required, this website allows students access to vital  
statistics about colleges, as well as sample narratives.   
Students can research majors as well. 
 

UNIGO.COM ð This is a fairly new website, so it does not 
have information about every college, but it offers  
snapshots and reviews of schools by current students. 
 

CACAREERZONE.ORG ð While it is absolutely not necessary 
to know your major at any point during high school, the 
State of California offers a free career inventory for students 
interested in exploring jobs that might suit them. 
 
 

COLLEGE-INSIGHT .ORG ð Want to find out how a specific 
college awards financial aid? How much debt the average 
graduate can expect? Compare financial aid statistics of 
two schools? This website has incredible information. 
 

FAIRTEST.ORG ð A growing trend in college admissions is a 
de-emphasis, by some schools, on the role of standardized 
tests in admission decisions.  This is a website that  
provides information about schools that do not require the 
SAT or ACT. 
 

THECHOICE.BLOGS.NYTIMES.COM ð Jacques Steinberg is the 
author of The Gatekeepers, which offers an insiderõs view of 
the Wesleyan University admission office.  He now  
maintains the college admissions blog for The New York 
Times. 

SOPHMORES AND PARENTS 
Each sophomore will meet with Ms. Bracken before the 
end of this school year.  Parents are encouraged to attend 
this meeting.  Ms. Bracken will send a letter, with more 
details about these meetings, within the next month. 

JUNIORS AND  PARENTS 
Ms. Bracken has met with most of the juniors, individually, 
and looks forward to meeting with each junior and his or 
her parent(s) by the end of March.  As a reminder, each 
junior will receive his or her personalized list of 25-30  
colleges after the second meeting.  Please contact Ms. 
Bracken at 465-5222, extension 210, or 
kbracken@doanestuart.org, to arrange for this meeting. 

CLASS OF 2010 
College applications are now behind us!  Please remember to keep Ms. Bracken informed of any  
information regarding acceptances and merit scholarships that you receive in the coming months.  
You will have heard from every college by April 1. 

 Important Dates  
 

Thursday, March 25 ð Deadline for juniors to register for 
the May 1 SAT (This is required for all juniors) 
 
Friday, March 26 ð Mr. Alex Rougvie of the University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland will return to Doane Stuart to 
meet with students.  This meeting will take place in the 
College Counseling Office at 8:15 a.m.  Mr. Rougvie, who 
visited this fall, will answer questions about the  
university, and the summer opportunities for high school 
students. 

CONTACT KATHLEEN BRACKEN, DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING  
(518) 465-5222,  EXT. 210, FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  


